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Maximizing use of GEF  7 resources in forests 
and landscapes

WBG - GEF Coordination Unit: March 2018

Work in progress: GEF 7 
strategy and budget gets 
approved in Vietnam in 
June – caution !

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/Topics/Environment/El%20Salvador_Forests_Gerardo%20Segura_World%20Bank.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2015/12/04/in-el-salvador-adaptation-based-mitigation-offers-ambitious-solution-for-climate-resilience&docid=RIpIUimMo2yHOM&tbnid=w8bLzOGJG5XzFM:&vet=1&w=780&h=439&hl=en&gl=us&bih=835&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwjQjZ7lmo_aAhXPt1kKHXMTArQQMwhKKA4wDg&iact=c&ictx=1


GEF 7 needs to deliver more bang for the buck: 
• Address drivers of environmental degradation
• Support innovation, greater transformation, stronger results
• GEF can’t finance global agenda alone: Increase investment 

blending: 5:1  

GEF 7 Business modalities:
• Country STAR allocations remain a cornerstone
• Supplemented with 2 relevant Impact Programs
 Forests: (Amazon, Congo Basin and Drylands)
 Food, land use restoration 
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Emerging messages in GEF 7 Programming Directions 
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Landscape transformation over time: 
Albania:

Albania Forestry 
Project
(IDA + bilateral 
funding from Italy 
and Switzerland)

Natural Resources 
Development Project 
(NRDP) ($5M GEF 
grant, $7M IDA, $5.2M 
SIDA) 

BioCarbon Fund 
Project
($1.04M, $0.6M Japan 
PHRD)

Environmental Services 
Project
($2.9 GEF, $10M IDA, $10M 
SIDA) 

2015

1996-2003

2005-2011

2007-2018

• Natural 
resource 
management 
strategy 
developed

• Participatory forest & pasture 
management in 251 communes 

• 105 forest & pasture users 
associations established

• Legislation enacted to transfer 
land user rights to 345 communes

• Economic dev’t through 
rehabilitation & sustainable 
management - 8% income increase 

• Carbon sequestration investments 
made on > 4,700 ha degraded 
forest or bare land

• 5,427 ha additional 
natural regeneration

• 140,000-160,000 tCO2
sequestered by 2018

Accession 
Agenda: 

Readiness for EU 
Natura 2000, EU 

agri-environment  
measures & 

REDD 
mechanisms

• Competitive grants 
program

• Payment for 
Environmental Services

• Institutional and 
Implementation Support 
and Monitoring

PROFOR-funded research 
on mechanisms for 
payments for 
environmental services
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Annexes 



TerrAfrica/ GEF, 
Govts, donors, 

12  Country 
program
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Spain, USSUPPORTING NEPADs GREAT GREEN WALL INITIATIVE
A,Is

GEF $108 million /
Co-financing 
$1 billion + 
including IDA $900 
million, EU 
financing, results 
based fiancing

SAWAP: drylands program



Pilot Program to 
Conserve the 
Brazilian 
Rainforest 
(PPG-7) ($428M 
from G7, EU, NL,
Brazil)

Amazon region 
Protected Areas 
Project (ARPA) 
($30M GEF grant, 
$50M from Brazil, 
KfW, WWF) 

ARPA Phase 2 
($15.9M GEF 
grant, $70M from 
Brazil, KfW, WWF) 

Amazon Sustainable 
Landscapes Program
($113m GEF, expected
$682m co-financing) 

2015

1992

2002-2008

2012-2017

• Protection & mgmt. of conservation 
units and indigenous lands

• Experimentation & demonstration 
in sustainable production and 
resource mgmt.

• Institutional & policy strengthening
• Applied research in science and 

technology

• 24m ha. new protected areas 
(PAs) created (will offset 430m 
tCO2e by 2050).

• Mgmt. & enforcement systems 
put in place for >8m ha. of new 
PAs.

• Endowment fund established 
($27m) to cover recurrent costs 
for 25 years

• Successful engagement with 5 
state govts and local 
communities

• Scaling up ARPA with 
13.5m ha. new PAs; 
formalizing mgmt. of 
32m ha. PAs 

• $215m secured for PA 
endowment fund

ARPA credited with 
a 37% decrease in 

Amazonian 
deforestation 

between 2004 and 
2009

• Regional program spanning 
Brazil, Colombia, and Peru

• Implemented by World Bank, 
WWF, and UNDP

• Aims to maintain 73m ha. of 
forest land and reduce CO2
emissions by 300 million tons 
by 2030

8Source: WWF

Supporting landscape transformation over time: 
Amazon
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